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Kaleidoscope of 100 years

* The year 2018 marks the celebration of the 100th anniversary of Poland regaining independence

* The Medical University of Gdarisk wishes to use this unique opportunity to show all the changes
that took place in Polish science, particularly in those fields that are close to our hearts — namely,

medicine and pharmacy.

* The series of events called ,,Kaleidoscope of 100 years” will introduce key moments, significant

achievements and important figures in the history of the Medical University of Gdansk.




Solidarity strike of the Medical Academy students,

November 1980



Autumn 1980 - prologue

In October 1980, the negotiations of the representatives of Independent Self-governing Labour Union
,Solidarity”” with the health care workers under the leadership of Alina Pienkowska and Cabinet committe

with professor Marian Sliwiriski as its head started.

»Solidarity” demanded a payrise by 1200-2000PLN - the Ministry suggested 700PLN. The talks were

suspended.

On 5th November ,,Solidarity” called on the government to resume the talks concerning the health care

system.

The talks were resumed on 7th November but due to lack of agreement were suspended. Health service

workers announced the sit down strike in the building of Marshal Office.



An extract of the statement of the striking

»The crisis in health care system is rising. The following are the reasons: discriminating policy towards
the health care system for decades, lack of basic medicines, dressings, hospital beds as well as tragic
facility situation along with progressive devastation of the facilities due to their overload. [... ] The average
salary in health care sector is lower than the average salary in the country by 1500PLN. After the
implementation of pay rises, the difference increased up to 2400PLN. This is not surprising that hospitals
lack 40% of lower personel and their work is performed by prisoners, Voluntary Labour Corps and army.
[...] Due to the fact that present manner of negotiations didn’t bring any results, 12-person group
of representatives of the health care from all over the country decided to remain in Herladic Room

of Marshall Office in Gdarisk waiting for constructive proposals from the Government. [... ]




* 13:45 — the suspension of the talks between ,,Solidarity” of the
Health Care Workers and Cabinet committe from the Ministry
of Healthy and Social Care with professor Marian Sliwiriski

as its head.

* 14:30 — the commencement of the sit down strike by the students
of the Medical Academy as a way of support for the protest

of the health care workers.

* The following hours of the afternoon and evening were full

of crucial events:

19.

10

Rozpecuecies sgirajke okupacyinegr przez = entéw AMC Jak

testacyjna jest niezgodna z obowig
studiéw.0sobiscie nie bed

lo odpowiedzislnesciza akcje¢ »rotestacyjng,jedno
strzegajgc przed mozliwesclig wyc

cezynniki oficjalne.

W “Panoramie™ zesials podana

studentéw AMG.

Przybycie lecha Walege)
Przewodnicggey RSZZ "
"Skorczyla sie zabkawa wiad
zZarty.Rle Bedzie juz Zadny
04 dnia jutrzejszegec
podjgcia rozméw K

darnogé™ Pracownikew



Ten unusual days of November

The collection of MUG Museum contains a set of documents — newsletters, leaflets and exhibits
connected with Solidarity, sit-in strike of the students of the Medical Academy in Gdarisk, which took

place between 7 and 177 November 1980.
The strike started in the building of ,,0ld Anatomy” (AGN) and then moved to IBM (CBM).

At the beginning, about 300 people participated in the stike, during the move to IBM - 1000 and at its

peak moment — 2000 people.

November’80. Time of students and health care, ed. Marek Latoszek, 2008, Pelpin, Bernadinum, p. 19.



* (...)21:01. The arrival of Lech Watesa. The ,,Solidarity” chairperson said:

,y1he game between the government and the society finished. The jokes finished. There won’t be
any concessions. Tough fight is about to begin. From tomorrow, selected workplaces will undertake
a strike in case of not starting talks between Cabinet committe and the representatives of Solidarity

of Health Care Workers”.

e 22:00. The arrival of representatives of the Academy authorities: the rector of the Academy
prof. Zdzistaw Brzozowski, vice-rector Stefan Smoczyniski as well as | secretary of the Party
Stawomir Bautembach. (...) The talks were around the reason for the present economic and social
situation in the health care system (...). On our part, it was emphasized that social issues
of the health care system are of less importance. The paramount issue is (...) lack of medicines

and hopeless situation concerning places in hospitals.



* 23:00. The arrival of 2 journalists from the Dutch newspaper
Volksrant. During the interview, they were given information about
the character and aim of the protest, ongoing talks with
Government Commission as well as about the character of the

present student movement in Poland.

* 24.00. Andrzej Wajda - a film director, Andrzej Gwiazda, Anna
Walentynowicz, Bogdan Borusewicz — members of the presidium
of ,,Solidarity” arrive almost at the same time: (Andrzej Gwiazda)

said: ,,They have always appealed to the reason of the workers not

the government”.
Strike band belonging to prof. Barbara Smiechowska,

* The first day of the strike eneded up with a meeting with (...) given to MUG Museum
Andrzej Wajda.




* Tomasz Wierzba, a 6th year medical student at the time of the strike wrote in a memorable, aptly titled

piece The Rise of the Day:

,,It seems that 7th of November, 1980 will go down in student movement history as a real turning point.

As it seems, this dark shadow rested upon us has brightened suddenly, just like the day rising after a long
night. (...)

Yesterday we gathered at 2 p.m. in the Department of Social Medicine. We were united by a common cause,
a right and crucial cause in our view. When | left the building for a few hours at 3 p.m., we were still
a random and chaotic group. Someone was speaking out, someone was talking - the majority of us simply
sat and waited, without any idea what we were waiting for. (...) It looked like a crowded audience waiting
for the theatre play to begin. When | came back around 6 p.m. the whole place was visibly transformed.

Opinions polarized collectively. A common cause, common goals led to consolidation.”



* Gdansk, 7 X1 1980.

e Statement: ,,As of today, another meeting between union
representatives of healthcare workers from NSZZ ,,Solidarnos¢”
and Cabinet committe led by the minister Marian Sliwiriski did not
yield any results. The crisis in healthcare is rising, which threatens

the biological existence of the nation.(...)

* Healthcare workers! Show your support by wearing white and red

bands, putting up flags and posters as well as offering explanation,

without ceasing your work”.
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* The appeal features a hand written note: ,,A SIT
DOWN SOLIDARITY STRIKE OF THE STUDENTS OF
THE MEDICAL ACADEMY CONTINUES!!! WE

DEMAND MEDICATIONS AND HOSPITALS FOR YOU!
GDANSK 8 XI 80.”
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* ,,(-..) I think the first step has been taken. The next depends

on each of us.”
Tomasz Wierzba

* The professors and workers of AMG supported student
protests by their presence, advice and conversation, among
them: prof. Zofia Zegarska, prof. Olgierd Narkiewicz,
prof. Ewa Boy, prof. Janusz Limon (apart from those

mentioned below).

Prof. Mariusz M. Zydowo, prof. Helena Szostakiewicz Sawicka, prof. Stanistaw

Zawistowski (standing), in the background Piotr Czauderna (with crutchces), WM£

Collegium Biomedicum hallway, then called IBM, photo credit: unknown



Protesting students remembered about the next, 62nd anniversary of gaining
independence. Strike Bulletin commemorated the dates and documents from November

1918 concerning the formation of independent Poland.



e Strike Bulletin AMG NR.3 from 12.11.1980 was
entirely dedicated to the 62nd anniversary of Poland

gaining independence.
 Apart from historical information, the bulletin
Lj_‘,;,:\:.i‘-i.5,1_"”11_\,:‘_.;1;.‘ misi s Eracsasory included an announcement by Piotr Juszkiewicz,

AMG student, made on 11.11.1980 during a rally by

it By AR S the statue of Jan Il Sobieski.

* Fragments of his announcement are shown in the

iej w
Bezsperny auterytet meraln
Piisudski w naredzie sp
zienia w Magdeburgu sta
W dniu 14 listepada
ma zwierzchnia wladz
strennictw Pi¥sudski

next slides.

ud ewy
= ‘v‘ w1l .V:C:",I .
k ctv ieja
. W SW iowWe .
kraju, by Piz ki fermalnie je
dna zakresli? gramice tej dyktat
tZ/fl

cza
we i zwierzehnig wiadz
dyktaterem.Samedzielnie




* ,,I am speaking on behalf of students from all of the universities in Tri-city. 62 years ago Polish
independence became a reality. A 150-year old fight for autonomy on our own land came to an
end. Those who started the fight sadly didn’t live to see long yearned for independence. Still,
their hopes and beliefs persisted, several generations carried them into battles, conspiracy
meetings, Siberian cold, prisons and persecution by the police. After so many years of suffering,
oppression, agony of denationalisation, the Poles still remembered about independence and
that’s how the Republic of Poland was reborn. The society didn’t lack strength and enthusiasm

to build a new home.”




* ,Joday we experience days similar to those at the end of 1918. Similarly we are hopeful that
the wonderful country of our dreams is being built. We can see that this dream is really becoming true.
But today, as well as 62 years ago, this is just a beginning. We hope our enthusiasm, work and sacrifice
will make our wishes come true in 20 years time when we meet here again. Today we have to make
sacrifice for our country. Fortunately freedom does not need to be paid for with blood and ruins, it can

be achieved with honesty, reason, hard and effective work.

* We will show the unbelievers and enemies that we want to live and work honestly. Reject doubts,
reluctance, divisions because today, for the first time in 35-years-time we have a chance to renew
the spirit of the Nation and our common household. Let us start today since tomorrow may be too late

for this. Hopes will fade and well-known apathy will get us down again.”



* ,,These days we are not only starting to build the country for the whole nation but we are also
starting to work on ourselves. To reach higher we have to lift our heads, get rid of mannerism, live
honestly, stop lying. To get strengthened for the demanding work awaiting we have to throw
away indifference, heat up our hearts, remind ourselves of the former generations, whose fight

and work prevented us from starting from scratch today.

* Together with lots of my colleagues we want to work vigorously and passionately -
with supportive workers, sacrificial farmers, wise engineers and scientists to make our common
dreams come true very soon. Yet there is still too few of us. Please join us to build a righteous

Homeland. ”’




»y WAL” — Publishing Workshops for AMG

students — was reporting the strike action

on an on-going basis.

* These leaflets are presently an invaluable

source of information.

The timeline of the ninth day of Solidarity
Strike of the AMG students.
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* Along-awaited agreement with the Government

Comittee was achieved on 17th November 1980.

* The sit down strikes in the Provincial Office and

IBM were ended.

* A special statement of 177th November 1980

informing about signing an agreement.
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* Already on 18th November 1980 the strike was

h pne sie grzadek,

reported in No 2 of the NZSP Bulletin. L o

a s
KALENDARIUM STRAJKU STUDENTQW AKADEMII MEDYCZNEJ W GDANSET

/. T.11. = 16.11,19807./

* A timeline of the 10 days of the strike was included

(among others).



The IBM building was full of life during the strike

Prof. Mariusz Zydowo was having lectures on history, there were meetings with Jacek Kuron, Aleksander Hall,

Dariusz Kobzdej, Andrzej Rybicki, Andrzej Wajda, Krystyna Zachwatowicz.

Marek Grechuta gave a concert, poems were receited by actors from Teatr Wybrzeze: Halina Winiarska, Jerzy
Kiszkis, Stanistaw Michalski, H. Stojewska, J. Twardowski as well as Adam Hanuszkiewicz, Jerzy Stuhr, Andrze;j

Zaorski, Stanistaw Niwiniski, Dorota Stalinska.

There were discussions on medicine, for instance, on 14th November there was a ,,trial”’ conducted over the role
of ,,basic sciences” [anatomy, biophysics, biochemistry, histology] in medical studies curriculum and their

importance for clinical sciences and medical practice. Heads of AMG clinics and units took part in the ,,trial”.

Masterpieces of world cinema, not available in national cinemas, were on at the strike cinema ,,Felczer”.




POD REDAKCJA

* Listopad’80. Czas studentdw i stuzby zdrowia, ed.
Marek Latoszek, 2008, Pelpin, Bernadinum, pp. 19. -

describes the events of November 1980.

* It includes interviews with people participating in
students’ and sit down strike of NSZZ ,,Solidarnos¢”
of Healthcare Workers in Provincial Office, also

describes Alina Pienkowska.

CZAS STUDENTOW
| SLUZBY ZDROWIA




Solidarity strike of AMG students, November 1980.

The authors made use of:

* Listopad’80. Czas studentdw i stuzby zdrowia, ed. Marek Latoszek, 2008, Pelpin, Bernadinum,
pp. 358.

* AMG Strike Bulletines and strike leaflets — from the collections of MUG Museum - donated by

prof. Janina Suchorzewska.

* Information from the site of Solidarity Encyclopedia: http://www.encysol.pl/wiki/TL-1980/10

and http://www.encysol.pl/wiki/TL-1980/11,[2018.07.10-17].



http://www.encysol.pl/wiki/TL-1980/10
http://www.encysol.pl/wiki/TL-1980/10
http://www.encysol.pl/wiki/TL-1980/10
http://www.encysol.pl/wiki/TL-1980/11
http://www.encysol.pl/wiki/TL-1980/11
http://www.encysol.pl/wiki/TL-1980/11

POLSKA
STULECIE ODZYSKANIA
NIEPODLEGLOSCI

This project is a part of celebrating 100 years of Polish independence

Authors:
Marek Bukowski, Joanna Sliwiriska, Sylwia Scistowska, Matgorzata Omilian-Mucharska, Grzegorz Gronda

Archiwum, Main Library, MUG Museum



